
In official relations with the American Public Health Association 

Chair’s Column 
 
When I first joined the American Public Health 
Association, I was just one individual within a 
huge organization.  Wanting to meet others who 
shared my research interests, as well as just meet 
some friendly faces, I sought out the LGBT 
Caucus of Public Health Workers.  I was instantly 
impressed at the work and service this group 
provided, and decided to become more actively 
involved.  That was over five years ago.  Today, as 
the Chair of the LGBT Caucus of Public Health 
Workers, I continue to serve on behalf of this 
group and the LGBT Caucus continues to provide 
an invaluable service to APHA.   
 
As an organized group within a much larger 
organization, we provide a visible home for LGBT 
public health professionals, regardless of whether 
or not LGBT Health is your primary field.  By 
doing so, an interdisciplinary space has evolved 
where ideas are inspired, resources shared, and 
partnerships forged.  The result is a unique energy 
that would not otherwise exist, and it is something 
we are proud to nurture and maintain.   
 
Not only does this group serve us well for our 
ongoing work, but it also allows student members 
to further develop their professional selves, and 
perhaps even open up career opportunities.  I can 
personally speak to being mentored by others in 
our ranks, and I am confident that I am not alone 
in this.  
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Program Chair’s Report 
 
For the 2005 scientific program at the APHA 
Annual Meeting, we received 44 abstract 
submissions.  This represents a drop in submissions 
over the past few years; there were 60 submissions 
in Washington, DC (2004), approximately 80 
submissions in San Francisco (2003) and 49 
submissions in Philadelphia, PA (2002).  Despite 
the drop in total submissions, we still received 
more than our allocated program of seven sessions 
at the Annual Meeting.  Please keep in mind that 
you, as an LGBT Caucus member, have the 
opportunity to introduce and encourage individuals 
working on LGBT issues to join our Caucus as well 
as to submit abstracts of their work for our 
scientific program.   
 
A special thanks to all who submitted abstracts for 
consideration this year, and those who participated 
in the abstract review process.  I look forward to 
seeing you all in New Orleans in November 2005! 
 

Michael DeGuzman busily taking minutes at our annual 
Business Meeting at the APHA Annual Meeting in 2004. 
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Chair’s Column, continued from Page 1 

All of this is accomplished with the greatest of 
efficiency.  We have actively worked at 
keeping membership costs low, creating a 
tiered system to encourage students to take 
part.  We seek out local contacts for the 
conferences to help create low cost social 
events.  And, of course, the Executive Board 
volunteers precious time each month between 
the APHA Annual Meeting, to ensure that the 
year’s program (workshops and otherwise) is 
robust, relevant, and enjoyable. 
 
The way I see it, membership dues are a small 
price to pay for the networking, professional 
development, camaraderie, and groundbreaking 
sessions that are presented each year at the 
Annual Meeting.  As we enter our 30th year as 
an organized entity, we can say with certainty 
that we have significantly impacted the 
American Public Health Association and the 
world of Public Health, and we will continue 
down this path for years to come. 
 
To co-opt the famous ad campaign for 
Mastercard: General Membership dues - $30; 
Being a part of the LGBT Caucus of Public 
Health Workers – Priceless! 
 

—Jodi Sperber 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
As of February 5, 2005, with all the invoices paid from the 
2004 Washington D.C. conference, the Caucus currently 
has a total of $5,653.33 in the checking account.  
  
The Caucus collected $1,092 from individuals to pay for 
their portion of dinner.  There are three dinners that remain 
unpaid.  Our annual dinner at the Old Ebbitt Grill totaled 
$3,165.24 for a net loss to the Caucus of $2,073.24.  The 
Caucus also paid $2,577.76 for the sponsored social at the 
hotel. 
 
We collected approximately $725 less in revenues than in 
the previous year and expenses increased by $2,512.42 
resulting in a net loss to the Caucus of approximately 
$3,335 for the year ending.  The Caucus has been fortunate 
in that there have been a number of donations by 
individuals in the past several years enabling the Caucus to 
offset this loss. 
 
The Caucus does accept and greatly appreciates 
contributions throughout the year.  Your donation makes it 
possible to pay for our social events and expenses.  If you 
would like to make a contribution prior to the 2005 Annual 
Meeting, please send your check made payable to LGBT 
Caucus to:  John Grima, 426 Gonzalez Drive, San 
Francisco, CA 94132 or feel free to contact me by phone at 
(415) 337-1720. 
 
(Editor’s Note:  This report was submitted in March 2004. 
We apologize for the delay in printing it.) 

Caucus Members at the LGBT Caucus Reception at the 
APHA Annual Meeting in Washington, DC  in 2004 

Leland and Walter Lear (Founder of the LGBT 
Caucus) at the APHA Annual Meeting in Washington, 
DC  in November 2004 



Editor’s Column 
 
May 17th will be the first anniversary of the legalization 
of gay marriage in my home state (Massachusetts).  On 
April 20th, Connecticut legalized civil unions; on May 
14th, Nebraska struck down the state's constitutional ban.  
Unfortunately, 18 states have passed constitutional 
amendments outlawing same-sex marriage, and the battle 
continues.  The Bush Administration and the Religious 
Right are continuing their gay-bashing efforts by 
attacking judges who support our civil rights.  The most 
important domestic political issue in relation to LGBT 
civil rights is whether the Bush Administration and 
Republican Congress can shift the composition of the 
courts to reflect their narrow-minded, bigoted values—
especially the Supreme Court.  They already control 
Congress; now their focus is to control the judicial 
system.  We need to thank judges who are risking their 
careers to support our civil rights, and to appreciate the 
importance of their role in this process.  While those 
judges who support the legalization of gay marriages are 
not the only targets, they are the chief scapegoats at the 
present time. 
 

Meanwhile, June is the month when many cities and 
towns celebrate annual “Gay Pride” marches including 
my city of Boston—and I expect that “marriage” will be 
an important theme in many of them.  (For a list of 
upcoming “pride events” in June, click on http://www.
gayhappenings.com.)  Although many of my friends no 
longer attend due to the increasing commercialization, I 
have only missed two in the past 22 years and still feel 
this is an important event to be present. 

 

This spring LGBT Caucus Newsletter is late—and the 
Executive Board apologizes for the delay in getting it out.  
Since the LGBT Caucus now sends out an electronic 
newsletter to members, there is some redundancy in 
mailing a printed Newsletter.   

 
 

(continued Page 6, column 1) 

Student Chair-Elect’s 
Report 
 
In a perfect world, George Bush would be an 
openly gay man who would push for LGBTI 
rights rather than for a constitutional amendment 
banning gay marriage, the Centers for Disease 
Control would not remove condom and safer sex 
information from their website, LGBTI 
researchers and workers would be supported both 
financially and politically, and scientific data 
would not be distorted to support the wants of a 
conservative administration and religious 
extremists.  Alas, this is not a perfect world that 
we live in.   
 
While the LGBT Caucus of the American Public 
Health Association cannot offer you a perfect 
world, it can offer you an invaluable opportunity 
to become involved in LGBTI issues and work as 
a student.  The Caucus is composed of a richly 
diverse group of talented and renowned LGBTI 
research scientists, public health workers and 
advocates, physicians, and others actively 
involved in a wide array of research and practice, 
and who value and encourage the participation of 
students.  Furthermore, the Caucus provides a 
forum to meet and learn about the work that its 
members do, learn about LGBTI issues, network, 
get involved, and share your concerns and 
interests.   
 
If you are an LGBTI student you are probably 
well aware that as students, most of us lack 
visibility and voice on our campuses.  Too often 
there are no or too few opportunities to become 
involved in the issues and work that interest us 
most and we as students, future public health 
practitioners, and people suffer as a result.  And 
to a logical end, so does our community. This 
being the case, I implore you to take your student 
status to the next level and become involved in 
the Caucus.  This is perhaps the most exciting 
time in history to become involved with and 
promote LGBTI issues.   

 
(continued Page 5, column 1) 

PAGE 3 LGBT PHW NEWS  May 2005  



Membership Chair’s 
Column 
 
 
“Image is everything” may sound like a cheap 
marketing ploy. But sadly enough and  regardless of 
profession in this media-focused age, it seems like 
everyone is worried about image.  I would argue that 
this is less so in public health than in the fashion 
industry for example – but who am I to say? 
Reflecting on this some more, thoughts about 
organizational image unfold and how image affects 
presence, recognition, and identity. In a rather 
fascinating way, image subconsciously 
communicates information, feelings, and energy 
instantly. Wow! It’s no wonder that anywhere you 
look these days, it seems like someone or something 
is getting a makeover. You name it, it’s probably 
been done and then some – from individuals to towns 
and from cars to homes.  
 
Well, guess what’s next! It is our turn, albeit without 
the camera crews and fancy shopping sprees. As 
APHA members representing the LGBT community 
in public health, maybe we could benefit from a new 
image – something different to stir up excitement 
and energy. 
 

(continued next column) 

With that said, we are making-over our beloved 
booth banner – yes, a “Queer Eye” for the Booth 
Banner if you will. With the professional help of 
a graphic designer, the Caucus will have a new 
banner to show off at the Annual Meeting in New 
Orleans in November 2005. To refresh your 
memory, our current banner consists of an 
upside-down triangle with rainbow color stripes 
on a white backdrop. Above and below the 
triangle we have text for our Caucus name and 
the number of years we’ve been serving APHA.  
If that still doesn’t jog your memory, maybe 
you’ll remember the yellow “post-it note” that 
we use to cover up and then update the number 
of years printed on the banner.   
 
“Oh yes, that beloved banner,” you say. Over the 
years, the novelty of the yellow “post-it note” 
with handwritten number has waned, and many 
of us feel that the time is right for a fresh new 
look. 
 
“So now what?” you might ask. Well, a lot of 
ideas have been shared to help direct the “look”. 
Some suggest we continue with stylized versions 
of symbols like the triangle and rainbow flag. 
Others suggest interpretive use of words such as 
queer, gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered. 
Also suggested were less obvious interpretations 
of words such as pride, solidarity, community, 
family, and action. Additional thoughts were to 
utilize themes for diversity, health, and equality. 
As the specifications for the new look grow and 
grow, the meaningfulness of the phrase “a picture 
is worth a thousand words” quickly becomes 
apparent. 
 
Now is a good time to send us your ideas for our 
new look and banner. Whether you have specific 
ideas or broad suggestions, your input counts and 
we want to know. Our image is something we all 
share together and as such should embody all our 
values. So, please don’t hesitate to send us a note 
with your ideas. 
 

 
 

(continued Page 5, column 2) 
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Nina and Jodi Sperber (LGBT Caucus Chair) at the LGBT 
Caucus Reception at the APHA Annual Meeting in Washington, 
DC  in November 2004 
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Student Chair-Elect’s Report, continued from Page 3, 
column 2 
 
The LGBT Caucus has a vision where students 
become visible, exercise their rights, voice their 
concerns, are visible and heard, and join forces 
with non-student members to promote a positive 
future for LGBTI public health and practice.   
 
What is your vision? 
 
For more information on how to become a 
student member, the Caucus’s reduced student 
membership fee, or any additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me, Jason 
Gagnon.  I am the APHA LGBT Caucus Student 
Chairperson currently attending the Boston 
University School of Public Health in the 
Department of Epidemiology and Program for 
LGBT Research.  JGBUMC@bu.edu  
 

—Jason Gagnon 

Membership Chair’s Column, continued from Page 4 

 
We are very excited to share the news with you and 
hope that you are just as excited to see it this fall at 
the APHA Annual Meeting. The timing of this make-
over could not have come at a better time – a time 
when we are evolving to promote the Caucus, 
empower members, and cultivate partnerships. I hope 
that you will come o the Annual Meeting in 
November.  As we continue to stand together, 
bringing LGBT issues to the surface, it will be 
rewarding to rally behind a new image marking a new 
time. With our evolution, we will be sending a 
message to all at APHA that despite ongoing 
inequality, discrimination and infringements, there are 
still signs of great things to come. 
 
To be honest, nothing can represent our Caucus better 
than our own members.  Nothing I know of can 
replace the presence, recognition, and identity that 
each of us holds – so in that sense, image is not 
everything. If having a reason to make-over our 
banner is necessary, then it’s because we’re 
dedicating it to you for the image you uphold for our 
community. On behalf of the caucus leadership, thank 
you for being you. 
 

—Michael DeGuzman 

Cheryl  Parson-Fields (winner of the 2004 Walter Lear 
Outstanding Student Award) and Denise Pearson-Fields at the 
APHA Annual Meeting in Washington, DC  in November 2004 

Richard, Ian, and Jason at the APHA Annual Meeting 
in Washington, DC  in 2004 

“Early-bird” registration is open 
For the 133rd APHA Annual Meeting in 

New Orleans, LA 
November 5-6, 2005 

For more information, see: www.apha.org 
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Editor’s Column, continued from Page 3, column 1 
 
However, we decided that it was still important 
to produce a printed Newsletter so that you can 
know what we’ve been doing and can pass it 
along to people you feel would be interested in 
learning about the Caucus. 

 
The months since the fall Newsletter have been a 
time of transitions and adjustments both on a 
political level (beginning with the re-election of 
Bush) and in the personal lives of many of us on the 
Board of the LGBT Caucus.  Jodi Sperber (Chair) 
and I (Newsletter Editor) are transitioning into new 
jobs, Michael DeGuzman (Membership Chair) has 
recently begun to direct the research fundamentals 
curriculum for pediatricians in subspeciality 
fellowship training at his place of employment, and 
others of us have been dealing with various 
personal changes and stresses.   

 

As I write this column, I am about to begin a new 
job in the field of public health — and LGBT 
health — after a decade of working in non-public 
health positions.  I am excited and nervous! 

 

What are you doing?  Please consider writing an 
article on your work or thoughts for this Newsletter.  
Also, come to our annual Business Meeting and 
other activities if you are planning to attend the 
APHA Annual Meeting.  ‘Hope to meet you there! 

—Elizabeth Samit 

Announcements 
 
Spring is finally here, and so is the new edition of “Our 
Bodies, Ourselves”. In addition to bookstores, it is 
available for purchase from online distributors (such as 
Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com, Powells.com and 
others).   The companion website can be viewed at: www.
ourbodiesourselves.org and it has excerpts from the book, 
unique web content, and extensive lists of recommended 
web links and print resources. You can also read about the 
history of the Boston Women’s Health Book Collective 
and Our Bodies, Ourselves.   
 
 
 
 
 
Ronald D. Stall, PhD, MPH, an internationally-known HIV 
risk behavior researcher from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), was named Director of the 
Multidisciplinary Master of Public Health (MMPH) 
program and Professor of Behavioral and Community 
Health Sciences with the Graduate School of Public Health 
(GSPH) at the University of Pittsburgh.  Dr. Stall, who has 
served as Chief of the Prevention Research Branch for the 
Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention with the National 
Center for HIV, STD and TB Prevention of the CDC since 
2000, assumes his new role in Pittsburgh in May 2005. 
 

(continued Page 7, column 1) 
 

And yet more Caucus Members at the LGBT Caucus  
Reception at the APHA Annual Meeting in Washington, 
DC  in 2004 

For further information 
about the LGBT Caucus and 
to download a  Membership 
Application Form, view the 
LGBT Caucus Web-site at: 
http://www.stophiv.com/

lgbtc 
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Announcements (continued) 
 
National Gay Men's Health Summit 
(Salt Lake City, October 19-23, 2005) 
 
An urgent Call has gone out for people 
concerned with the health and wellness of gay 
men's communities to come together this fall to 
address a range of critically important matters. 
Visit the website of the National Gay Men's 
Health Summit 2005 at www.gmhs2005.com to 
find the Call and additional information on 
registering for this important event. At this 
point, we are reaching out and trying to attract 
exciting and valuable proposals for the program 
of the summit. We need workshops, panels, 
activities, and other sessions.  Thanks for 
considering organizing a session at the summit 
and filling out this application. As you do so, 
please keep in mind the following items: 
 
Point Number 1: 
 Our summit attempts to be different from 
traditional health conferences. Please try to 
think a little out-of-the-box here as you 
consider topics and formats. We aim to accept 
relatively few lecture-style sessions or panels 
of talking heads or power-point presentations 
(though we will accept some), and look for 
sessions that help make participants into active 
learners. One does not have to be a degreed 
specialist or expert to have something valuable 
to offer to this process, in fact, the summit aims 
to create dialogue and understanding between 
gay men and consequently would encourage 
individuals with a topic or interest to consider a 
proposal for this summit. We want to see 
sessions that are interactive, create dialogue 
and debate, and utilize other forms of engaged 
and active learning. Please try to come up with 
proposals that engage your participants in 
active learning, and we especially hope to see 
proposals that take people out of their seats and 
g e t  t h e m  m o v i n g ! 
 
 
 

(continued next column) 

Point Number 2: 
We define "health and wellness" broadly. Certainly 
we want sessions that focus on mental health, 
sexually transmitted infections, heart disease, and 
substance use, but we don't want to be a disease- 
focused or ailment-focused event. Please consider 
sessions that involve issues of race and ethnicity; 
fitness, exercise and self-care; community 
development; sex and sexual cultures; holistic health 
approaches; the arts; and spirituality.  
 
Point Number 3: 
We really want this summit to include sessions that 
meet the needs of all populations of gay-identified 
men in the United States. We are especially eager to 
see applications focused on men of color, younger and 
older men, transgender gay men, relationships 
between bisexual and gay men, men raised working-
class and poor, rural men, immigrant men, 
incarcerated gay men, and various contemporary gay 
male subcultures (bears, leathermen, circuiteers, club 
kids...). Please be explicit in your proposal if your 
workshop focuses on specific populations.  
 
Point Number 4: 
Part of what you write below might appear in the 
program book for the summit. Please choose titles 
that will draw participants to your session and 
descriptions that explain to people the content and 
format of your session. Please be sure your final 
workshop presentation matches what you write here.  

 
(continued on Page 8) 

More LGBT Caucus members at the APHA Annual 
Meeting in Washington, DC  in 2004 



 

How to reach us... 
 
Chair 
Jodi Sperber, MSW, MPH 
Manchester, NH 
Email: jodibeth@gmail.com 
 
Chair-Elect 
Andy Miller, MHSE, CHES 
Austin, TX 
Email: andy.miller@laf.org 
 
Treasurer 
John Grima, MHSA 
San Francisco, CA 
Email: jfjtg@aol.com 
 
Secretary 
Andy Miller, MHSE, CHES 
Austin, TX 
Email: andy.miller@laf.org 
 
Membership Chair 
Michael DeGuzman, MPH 
Decatur, GA 
Email: mdeguz2@emory.edu 
 
Program Chair 
Richard Trevino, BS 
Boston, MA 
Email: rptrevino@mindspring.com 
 
Program Chair-Elect 
Seth Wells, ScD, PhD 
Boston, MA 
Email: slwelles@bu.edu 
 
Student Chair 
Jason Gagnon, MPH 
Email: jgbumc@bu.edu 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Elizabeth Samit, MPH 
Arlington, MA 
Email: samit@worldnet.att.net 
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Announcements (continued) 
 
National Gay Men's Health Summit 
(Salt Lake City, October 19-23, 2005) (continued from Page 7) 
 
Point Number 5: 
Please note that all summit presenters are expected to register for the 
summit and pay registration fees. As with all participants, we hope to 
make scholarships available for those in need, but we are a grassroots 
event and all of us need to contribute to the financial health of the 
summit.  
 
An application form can be downloaded at: http://www.gmhs2005.org/
workshops.php. If you need help filling out this form, or have questions, 
please contact Jerry Buie at Jerry.buie@comcast.net or 801 967-2121. 
 
Please send all proposals so that they are received no later than June 1st 
to GMHS2005@utahaids.org as both embedded and attached text or 
mail to: National Gay Men's Health Summit 2005/Workshop Proposals, 
c/o Jerry Buie, 2483 West 3965 Street. Salt Lake City, UT 84119. 

Membership Lapsed?   
Please renew! 

 
      The LGBT Caucus Membership  

      Application & Renewal Form can be 
     downloaded from the Caucus  

     web-site at:   
http://www.stophiv.com/lgbtc 

Special thanks to Diane Tider (past Student Chair) for providing the 
photos for the LGBT Caucus Newsletter and Michael Shankle (past 
Chair) for all his continued volunteer work on the LGBT Caucus 
web-site. 

The deadline for submissions for 
the next issue of the newsletter is 
September 15, 2005.   
 
Please address all correspondence 
and submission of articles to the 
Editor at the email address listed 
above. 


